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Peace will be restored in
Manipur, PM assures LS

Govt. wins the no-confidence motion; Modi asks the Opposition to try again in 2028; many of

the problems that had flared up in Manipur had their origin during Congress regimes, he says

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Thursday assured

the people of Manipur that
India and Parliament were
with them and the State
and Central governments
were putting all efforts to
bring peace and develop-
ment back to the State, as
his government won the
motion of no confidence
amid a walkout by the
Opposition.

The Opposition said it
staged a walkout due to the
fact that despite 90 mi-
nutes into his two-hour
speech, Mr. Modi had not
addressed the issue of
Manipur.

Speaking about the
State, after the Opposition
walkout, the Prime Minis-
ter said: “The violence in

! X

Attack mode: Many problems of Manipur are results of bad
governance by the previous Congress governments, says Modi. eI

Manipur is saddening.
Crimes against women are
unacceptable and the Cen-
tral and State governments
are working together to en-
sure the guilty are pun-
ished. We want to assure
our mothers and daught-
ers in Manipur that this
country is with you, this
House is with you.” He as-
sured the people of India

that peace and develop-
ment would soon be res-
tored in the State. “Dard ko
samajh kar, dard ki dawaa
ban kar saath chalein, [let
us understand the pain
and become the medicine
to heal together],” he said.

While speaking of pro-
viding a healing touch to
the people of Manipur, ho-
wever, Mr. Modi said many

of the problems that had
flared up in the State were
not of recent origin but
were a hangover from the
previous Congress govern-
ments that had adminis-
tered the State.

He spoke of the record
of previous Congress go-
vernments in Manipur, a
time when Manipur was
“consumed in the confla-
gration of insurgency,
when the administration
was under the sway of in-
surgents and the national
anthem was banned from
being sung in schools,
when insurgents bombed
the ISKCON temple, when
the bells of temples
stopped ringing by 4 p.m.
and security forces had to
guard  these  locked
temples”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 16
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Peace will be restored
in Manipur, PM tells LS
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J&K surrendered its sovereignty
to India ‘absolutely, completely’: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India DY.
Chandrachud, heading a
Constitution Bench hear-
ing petitions challenging
the abrogation of Article
370, on Thursday said Jam-
mu and Kashmir ceded its
sovereignty to the Domi-
nion of India “absolutely
and completely™.

“It was no conditional
surrender of sovereignty to
the Dominion of India. The
surrender of sovereignty
was absolutely complete,”
Chief Justice Chandrachud
observed orally.

The restraint on Parlia-
ment to enact certain laws
in Jammu and Kashmir was
akin to limitations on
enacting laws on subjects
on the State List of the In-
dian Constitution. Limita-
tions placed on the legisla-
tive power of the

Parliament cannot be con-
strued to mean that Jammu
and Kashmir, unlike other
princely states which ced-
ed to the Dominion and be-
came full-fledged States
under the Constitution, re-
tained its sovereignty, the
Chief Justice noted.

“Take the case of Indian
States other than Jammu
and Kashmir. There are
restraints on the Parlia-
ment to enact on State sub-
jects... The distribution of
legislative power does not
affect the fact that sove-

Limitations
placed on the
legislative power of
Parliament cannot be
construed to mean that
J&EK, unlike other
princely states, retained
its sovereignty

D.Y. CHANDRACHUD

Chilef Justice of India

e

reignty vests in India. But
merely because Parliament
is disabled from touching a
State List itermn while enact-
ing a law, does not detract
from the fact that all these
States had once ceded
their sovereignty to the Do-
minion of India,” he ob-
served on the fifth day of
the marathon hearings.
The court was reacting
to arguments that the “spe-
cial autonomous status”
granted to Jammu and
Kashmir and retention of
“residuary legislative pow-

ers” in the State were clear
indications that Jammu
and Kashmir retained an
element of sovereignty.

The ‘Delhi Agreement’
by Sheikh Mohammad Ab-
dullah and Jawaharlal Neh-
ru in 1952 had seen the Un-
ion government acquiesce
that residuary legislative
powers would vest with
Jammu and Kashmir in-
stead of the Centre, unlike
the case with other States.
The agreement had also
empowered Jammu and
Kashmir lawmakers to con-
fer people domiciled there
with special rights and pri-
vileges.

The Chief Justice re-
ferred to the Constitution
(Application) Order of 1972
in which Parliament was
granted exclusive powers
to make laws to prevent ac-
tivities threatening sove-
reignty and territorial inte-
grity of India.
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State govt. signs pact
with Godrej group
for setting up plant

Godrej Consumer Products Ltd. is expected to set up a manufacturing unit at

Thiruporur with an investment of X515 crore, to provide jobs for 400 people

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
T vernment on Thurs-

day signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) with Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd. to set up a ma-
nufacturing unit in Chengal-
pattu district.

The MoU for setting up the
unit near Tiruporur at an in-
vestment of 515 crore was
signed in the presence of
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin.

The unit is expected to
provide employment for
more than 400 people.

“This facility aims at hav-
ing an inclusive and gender-
balanced workforce. Our
plan is to have 5% of the em-
ployees from the LGBTQ
community and persons
with disabilities, and employ
50% women,” said Nisaba
Godrej, GCPL's Executive
Chairperson.

In a social media post, In-

Chief Minister M.K_ Stalin at the event held to sign the MoU between the

State Government and Godrej Consumer Products Ltd., in Chennaion

Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dustries Minister T.R.B. Rajaa
said bringing in Godrej unit
was part of an effort to boost
FMCG production.

“We are thrilled to be
working with Ms. Nisaba,
who has laid out an admira-
ble DEI mandate for the facil-
ity - at least 50% of the em-
ployees will be women, and
at least 5% from LGBTQI
communities and people

with disabilities,” Mr. Rajaa
said.

GCPL’'s Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer
Sudhir Sitapati said: “It will
serve as a manufacturing hub
for a wide range of our re-
nowned brands and pro-
ducts, such as Cinthol, Go-
drej Expert Rich Créme,
Godrej Selfie Shampoo Hair
Colour and Goodknight™.
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Chief Minister unveils logo for
Global Investors’ Meet 2024

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Thursday unveiled the
logo for the upcoming Glo-
bal Investors’ Meet 2024,
to be held on January 7 and
8 in Chennai.

The logo is centred
around the Tamil letter ‘g’
which signifies the Tamil
language, people and the
State.

The logo’s colours and
aesthetics reflect digital
transformation and indus-
trialisation, an urbanised
society and rapid indus-
trial growth.

Speaking at the event,
Mr. Stalin stressed the
need to not only attract in-
vestments but also show-
case the achievements of
the State.

Since the DMK came to
power two years ago, the
State had attracted 241 in-
vestment proposals with a
cumulative investment of
32,97,196 crore, ensuring
job  opportunities  for
4,15,282 people, he said.

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin unveiling the logo for the Global Investors’
Meet 2024 in Chennai on Thursday. R. RAGU

Mr. Stalin said GIM
would attract investments
of several lakh crore ru-
pees, boost employment
opportunities, especially
for women, and also help
the State march towards
the goal of achieving a $1
trillion economy by 2030.

He also urged industry
captains to turn into brand
ambassadors for the State
and help attract invest-
ments from leading firms.

Industries Minister

T.R.B. Raaja, Chief Secre-
tary Shiv Das Meena, In-
dustries secretary S. Krish-
nan, GIM nodal officer
Arun Roy and Guidance
MD and CEO V. Vishnu
were present.

R. Dinesh, president,
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry; Mallika Srinivasan,
Chairman and Managing
Director of TAFE; and re-
presentatives from various
Consulates were present at
the event.
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ISRO gears up for soft landing of
Chandrayaan-3, releases images

The first image is of the earth as viewed by the Lander Imager camera, taken on July 14 from the Satish Dhawan Space

Centre; the second is of the moon captured by the Lander Horizontal Velocity camera on board the spacecraft on August 6

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU
head of the soft
Alanding of Chan-
drayaan-3 on the
lunar surface, Indian

Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) has released
two images taken by the
spacecraft. The first image
is of the earth as viewed by
the Lander Imager (LI)
camera. The photo was ta-
ken on July 14, when the
Chandrayaan-3  mission
was launched from the Sat-
ish Dhawan Space Centre
in Sriharikota.

The second image is of
the moon captured by the
Lander Horizontal Velocity
camera (LHVC) on board
the spacecraft on August 6.

ISRO posted on social
media platform X (former-
ly  Twitter):  “Chan-

Rare click: The moon as captured by the Lander Horizontal Velocity
camera on August 6, 2023. ISRO

drayaan-3 Mission: Earth
viewed by Lander Imager
(LI) Camera on the day of
the launch, Moon imaged
by Lander Horizontal Ve-

locity Camera (LHVC) a
day after the Lunar Orbit
Insertion.”

LI camera was deve-
loped by Space Applica-

tions Centre, Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, and LHV camera
by the Laboratory for Elec-
tro-Optics Systems, which
is based in Bengaluru.

ISRO had earlier re-
leased a video of the
moon, as viewed by Chan-
drayaan-3 during Lunar
Orbit Insertion, which took
place on August 1.

Space situation

Meanwhile, in the run-up
to the Chandrayaan-3 lan-
der’s soft landing on the
moon’s surface on August
23, the ISRO has carried
out an assessment of the
current space situation
around the moon.

The space agency stated
that the moon and Mars
are the most explored and
also comparatively more
crowded planetary bodies.

It added that India’s

Chandrayaan-3 is the latest
entry into lunar orbit and
more intensified activities
around the moon are fore-
seen in the next few years
due to the renewed inter-
est in lunar exploration,
heralded by Artemis mis-
sions for return to the
moon and preparations for
colonisation of Mars.
“While the previous
missions were essentially
aimed at scientific explora-
tions, upcoming ventures
will likely involve multiple
actors of diverse interests,
including those primarily
driven by resource utilisa-
tion for commercial pur-
poses. A better under-
standing of the
environment is needed to
formulate reasonable miti-
gation practices to avoid
close-approach threats in
planetary orbits,” it said.
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MPC holds rates, lifts FY24 inflation
forecast to 5.4%; retains growth view

Reserve Bank Governor Das says domestic economic activity is holding up well and is likely to retain its momentum,

despite weak external demand; monetary policy panel decided to remain watchful and evaluate the emerging situation

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAIL

he Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC)

of the Reserve
Bank of India on Thursday
decided unanimously to
keep the policy repo rate
unchanged at 6.5% even as
it raised the projection for
retail inflation in the cur-
rent fiscal year by 30 basis
points to 5.4%.

The MPC also decided
by a majority of 5 out of 6
members to stay focused
on withdrawal of accom-
maodation to ensure that in-
flation progressively aligns
with the target, while sup-
porting growth.

“Headline inflation, af-
ter reaching a low of 4.3%

Hold extended

REB|'s Manetary Policy Committes leaves policy interest rate
wnchanged for a third straight meeting

u Majority of 5§ MPC members opts
to stay focused on withdrawal of

accommadation to ensure that
inflation aligns with the tarpeat,

whila supparting growth

u MPC retains its projection for real

GDF grovwth in 2023-24 at 6.5%

m RBl says that with effect from
fortnight of Aug. 12, banks to

riaintain incrermental CRR of 10%

in May 2023, rose in June
and is expected to surge
during July-August led by
vegetable  prices.” ob-
served RBI Governor Shak-
tikanta Das, explaining the
MPC’s rationale.

“While the wvegetable
price shock may reverse

quickly, possible El Nifio
weather conditions along
with global food prices
need to be watched closely
against the backdrop of a
skewed south-west mon-
soon so far. These develop-
ments warrant a height-
ened vigil on the evolving

inflation trajectory.

“The cumulative rate
hike of 250 basis points un-
dertaken by the MPC is
working its way into the
economy.  Nonetheless,
domestic economic activi-
ty is holding up well and is
likely to retain its momen-
tum, despite weak external
demand,” Mr. Das added.

The MPC retained its
projection for real GDP
growth in 2023-24 at 6.5%.

The CPI inflation projec-
tion for 2023-24, assuming
anormal monsoon, was re-
vised upwards to 5.4%
from the 5.1% forecast in
June, with Q2 at 6.2%, Q3
at 5.7%, and (4 at 5.2%.

To address the problem
of excess liquidity with
hanks, the RBI decided

that with effect from the
fortnight beginning August
12, scheduled banks would
maintain an incremental
cash reserve ratio of 10%
on the increase in their net
demand and time liabilities
(NDTL) berween May 19,
2023 and July 28, 2023.
“This measure is intend-
ed to absorb the surplus li-
guidity generated by wva-
rious factors including the
return of ¥2000 notes to
the banking system,” Mr.
Das said. “This is purely a
temporary measure for
managing the liquidity
overhang. Even after this
temporary  impounding,
there will be adequate li-
guidity in the system to
meet the credit needs of
the economy,” he added.
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